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land of spices and precious metals. In the New World
Francis I claimed as many rights as Charles V and
Henry VIII. While Sebastian Cabot, in the service of
the King of England, was resuming the explorations of
his father, John Cabot, Francis I was founding Le
Havre in order to have a port on the Atlantic. Further,
as his rivals had done, he commissioned a professional
navigator, the Italian, Verrazano, to undertake a voy-
age to America where, for the first time, the name of
France, Nova Francesca, was given to a part of the
continent. But Verrazano, in the course of his three
voyages4, only sailed along the coast of America from
Florida to the land of the Bretons which later was to
be called Nova Scotia. He founded no colony nor did
he find the passage by land or water which would give
access to the Western Sea and thus to the lands of the
Orient. For such was, and such would be for many
years to come, the determining factor of the voyages
of discovery and even of the first settlement, a factor
which was coupled with the desire to exploit the
treasures of the New World. Still, it must be recognized
that even with Francis I, and more so with his succes-
sors, more lofty concerns, both spiritual and moral,
dwelt side by side with the lust for gold, silver, and
spices.

Less than ten years after the tragic death of Verra-
zano, another mariner, who may have accompanied the
Italian on at least one of his voyages,5 Jacques Cartier,
the Frenchman from "Saint Malo of the Isle in Brit-
tany," received from Francis I (as, less than a century

4  1524, 1526, 1528.

5   1524.   Cf.   Jacqties   Carrier  devant   PHistoire>   by   Gustave
Lanctot.    Editions Lumen, Montreal, 1947.